
MOIRA DE ROCHE: VICE PRESIDENT: INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR
INFORMATION PROCESSING

Moira is an independent consultant. Her current work is focused on instructional design and
course development. 
She is the Chair of IFIP (International Federation for Information Processing) IP3, and a Vice
President of IFIP. Moira was awarded the IFIP Silver Core in 2016. She believes that ethical
behaviour and leadership is the keystone of any profession and works to develop an
understanding of ethics and the value of the IFIP Code of Ethics. Moira is an accomplished
speaker and has presented at conferences around the world.  

Moira is a Professional Member and Fellow of IITPSA (Institute of IT Professionals South
Africa). She received the IITPSA Distinguished Service in ICT Award in 2009. She is also a
member of ACM and IODSA.
Moira serves on the Council for the National Museum in Bloemfontein, South Africa.
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http://www.ipthree.org/


MARIO MARAIS: PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER IN ICT 4 DEVELOPMENT:CSIR

Mario A. Marais is a Principal Researcher in the Technology Innovation, Monitoring and
Evaluation research group of the E-Government Impact Area in the CSIR Next Generation
Enterprises and Institutions Cluster in Pretoria, South Africa. He has more than 15 years of
experience in development research in organisational, entrepreneurial and community
development research as well as monitoring and evaluation (M&E) from social capital,
knowledge creation and behavioural change perspectives. The evaluation approaches that
have been used include Outcome Mapping, Developmental Evaluation and other qualitative
approaches. The current focus is the application of systems thinking in the evaluation as
supported by relational mapping approaches, e.g., via the use of https://kumu.io, and the
integration of monitoring and evaluation into the planning, execution and exit of projects in
Information and Communication Technology for Development (ICT4D). Skills include facilitation
and problem structuring via soft operations research techniques. Evaluation experience
includes the following: Evaluation of the implementation of a South African e-Government
strategy, data interoperability among the government tertiary education entities in SA, a
wireless internet access project for more than 190 rural schools, the training of teachers in 26
schools in teaching with mobile devices and the use of ICT-hubs for service delivery to rural
communities. He is active in the Community Informatics research area and is a member of the
editorial board of the Journal of Community Informatics and a member of the advisory board of
the School of Computing, University of South Africa (UNISA) since 2018. He holds a PhD in
Informatics awarded by the University of Pretoria in 2017 with the title: “Social capital in the
Village Operator model for rural broadband internet access and use”.  
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JOHN MEYER: SYSTEMS ARCHITECT GLOBAL SERVICE PROVIDER, CISCO

John has a great deal of experience in the Business and Technology world. He currently works at
Cisco, ranked 63rd in Fortune 100 and number 4 on the best places to work worldwide. During his
15 year career, he has lived in Amsterdam, Raleigh Northern Carolina, and Lyon France and has
travelled to over 30 different countries to help businesses understand how to use technology to
support their customers.
Currently, his role is to help companies, specifically large Service Providers, solve business
problems with various technologies. He does everything from understanding how to be more
efficient through automation and orchestration, to using AI and Machine Learning to detect fraud
and breaches of security.
He has also founded and started a number of startup and entrepreneurial ventures. Some have
been more successful than others. Thus he has experience in the failures and challenges that this
route may have too. 
He has five University Degrees and a number of certificates and specializations. He has an
Electronic Engineering Degree, a Masters in Economics, as well as an MBA and various
certifications and specializations, covering topics from Python Programming, Artificial Intelligence,
and Data Science to industry certifications like Cisco and ITIL Certifications. This has given him,
along with his experience, a wide perspective on the technology industry and the global workplace
and economy in general.  
It took a while for him to get to this point, and often he did not know where his journey would end.
In fact, in this time of turmoil, he still has no clear view of what will come but is confident that he
has the skills to overcome any challenges. 
He looks forward to being able to share his perspective on what it takes to succeed in the business
and technology world. He would like to help new graduates appreciate and understand that it is not
just a technology race and about who knows the most. But rather, it is to appreciate that while you
need to be knowledgeable in your field, communication skills and understanding what people need,
as well as being able to share your vision, is what helps you stand out and be successful.
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DARIUS SCHEEPERS: SOFTWARE ENGINEER BARONE, BUDGE & DOMINIC 

I am Darius Scheepers. Aged 24. I work as a Software Engineer in Germany for a company called
Umlaut GmbH in the aerospace industry. I moved to Germany in January 2022 to start a new
adventure and add further development to my profile. 

I went to Hoërskool Garsfontein and matriculated in 2015 with modules including IT, Physical
Sciences and Accounting. Thereafter, I studied BSc Computer Science at the University of
Pretoria. In my final year of studying, I took the initiative to develop an application for my men's
residence, called the SonopApp. This project opened doors for me to larger tech companies so I
started working at BBD in 2018. 

While working full-time, I studied my Honours Degree in Computer Science part-time for over 2
years. My focus area was A.I. and my research project was titled “Optimising Self-Organising Maps
with Genetic Algorithms”. 

I continued studying and I am now in my second year of doing my Master’s Degree in Computer
Science, virtually, through the University of Pretoria. My focus area is also in A.I. investigating
transfer learning in Hyper Heuristics. 
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